
Noon Bible Study: 1 Samuel 8-10 

1 Samuel 8:1-3 - Failings of Samuel’s sons 
 

- Samuel had (at least) 2 sons, Joel & Abijah whom he appointed as judges under his administration. But they “did not walk in 
his (Samuel) ways, but turned aside to dishonest gain, took bribes & perverted justice. 

 
1 Samuel 8:4-9 - The people ask for a king. 
 

- this request is looked at with mixed feelings. Samuel’s sons were unjust and there is some indication that the people’s 
request is precipitated by that fact.  But God says that the people are rejecting Him as their king.  Their request is based on 
wanting to be “like all the nations (v. 5)” 

 
- Israel wasn’t supposed to be “like all the nations” -  

 
Deuteronomy 4:7 - "For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as is the LORD our God whenever we call on Him?  

 
Exodus 19:5-6 - 'Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all 
the peoples, for all the earth is Mine;  6 and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words 
that you shall speak to the sons of Israel." 

 
v. 9 - God accepts the people’s request for a king but charges Samuel to inform them of what comes along with this request 

 
1 Samuel 8:10-22 - the consequences of a king 
 

- having a king ruling is not as glamorous as the people think. 
 
the people’s view: be like other nations, king will judge us, go before us and fight our battles (v. 20) 
God’s view: the king will be very burdensome, taxing (literally & figuratively) 

 
Deuteronomy 17:14-20 - God’s provision for a king, qualifications 
 

- God had planned on giving Israel a king, but it was to be a man he choose who would follow God’s prescribed standards for 
that role. 

 
 Qualifications For King: 
  1 - From among Israel, not foreigner (v. 15) 
  2 - Shall not multiply horses (v. 16) 

3 - Don’t cause the people to return to Egypt (look to another nation) in order to multiply horses. (v.16) 
4 - Shall not multiply wives (because they may influence his heart to turn from the LORD) (v. 17) 

  5 - Shall not greatly increase silver and gold for himself (v. 17) 
6 - Write his own copy of the law, so can read it and learn to fear the LORD, and remain humble (v. 18-20) 
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- These standards, qualification and procedures were to be what Israel used to assess and judge their king. 

 
1 Samuel 9:1-10 - Saul introduced.  
 

v. 2 - though this may’ve been an added blessing, none of 
this related to God’s standard for  what he wanted in a king.  
But this would have, & eventually will, appeal to the people. 

 
v. 3-10 - Saul is searching for his father’s donkeys. 

 
v. 9 - this is a note for the reader included by the writer to 
help them understand the language that is being used.  There 
appears to be different terms used from the time the events 
actually occurred and the time of the recording of them. 

 
1 Samuel 9:11-17 - Saul approaches Samuel. Samuel told by God Saul will be king. 
 

v. 16 - God works within the people’s selfish request to select Saul to be his instrument for deliverance. 
 v. 17 - God had previously told Samuel who/what he was looking for 
 
1 Samuel 9:18-24 - Saul dines with Samuel. Saul is sat as honored guest. 
 
 v. 21 - Saul’s humility 
 
1 Samuel 9:25-10:1 - Saul privately anointed king by Samuel 
 

- significance of anointing - Hebrew word: “mashach” (also in 9:16, 10:1). The high priest and king were two of the figures 
that were “anointed”. The Hebrew word “mashach” and it’s related word “mashiach” (anointed one) is transliterated into our 
English word “Messiah”.  The Greek word for anointed/Messiah is Christ. 

 
1 Samuel 10:2-8 - Various signs for Saul to see God’s word regarding him was confirmed. 
 
1 Samuel 10:9 - God changes Saul’s heart, the signs confirming Samuel’s word happen that day 
 
1 Samuel 10:10-13 - Saul prophesies with the prophets 
 
1 Samuel 10:14-16 - Saul returns to uncle 
 
1 Samuel 10:17-24 - Samuel’s announcement. Saul presented by Samuel as the king of Israel 
 
 v. 21-22 - Saul is hiding in baggage. He was not arrogant in his initial ascension to the throne. 
 
1 Samuel 10:25-27 - Rejoicing & skepticism at Saul’s inauguration 
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